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ymxnmi Examination of Otto HAHTEL 



X. Subject was examined on 1 April 1953 at tho request off* 
to asoertala voracity concerning background, security and motlvaUan. 
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2. BACKGROUHD IHFCHIHAIlaH* SUBJECT ALLEGES i Be vas born on 30 December 1899, 
received a fair education which vac interrupted by hie drafting into tho Oortum Army 
in World War 1, hie military career being in turn interrupted by capture by the YJ.8. 
Arm at tl» end of the war, From 1920 to 1930 Subject was in the regular police, 
Berlin. 1931-2 he worked for the *flnanz«nt Booenthaler Tor*, Berlin, joined BSBAP. 

In 1932 he wa a recalled to the Berlin Xripo and put into the career-groove of 
"Kriadmalassistent " , achieving permanent statue in 1933, July. Subject was assigned 
to the Gestapo in 1935 and permanently transferred in 1938, in anti-Gomanmiet work, 

Xa 1942 he was assigned to and in 1943 transferred to the RSHA Ant 91, where he had 
the duly of supervising espionage trainees and agent-candidates. In 1944 he was 
transferred to do espionage-agent control in Luxemburg and also got married. By virtue 
of hie RSHA assignment he was automatically put into the 8S, He retreated before the 
US Amy's advance to Znasboraek, where he was captured, after a chart tour-de-force 
during which he tried to use the Identity "Bentschel” in order to avoid arrest. In 
1946 he wee delivered to the G o ve r nme n t of Luxsaburg, from Where he was released in 
August 1956, without being formally brought to trial, and after considerable ede- 
treatmuat resulting In the elimination of a few front teeth. Subject claims to 

"have learned" that he drew a sentence of five years to cover the period spent in jail. 
Subject dolma to hove no children. Since his release. Subject has made numerous 
efforts to obtain employment, without avail. He lives partly from his wife *s earnings 
and partly from a pension of DM 142 he draws. Subject appears to have stated his true 
Identity, and to have told the main truth about his past movements end does not appear 
to be guilty of serious post-war crime. 

3. SECURITY & MOTIVATION 1 The following specific questions were put to the 
Subject, with results as shown t (NOTE* "HSR" means "no significant reaction" and 
indicates veracity unless otherwise specified, )*- 



HSR. 



Are' yon an espionage agent of SSB, the Russians, or any Communist regime? Ho. 



Did you ever do secret work far SSD, the Sorlet-Russisns, or for other Communists? 
Ho. HSR. 

Sines 1945, have you committed murder or other serious criminal crime? No. HSR. 
In the last two years, have you engaged in homosexual intercourse? Ho. HSR. 
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lore yon over in RSHA Amt “ISs, Slight reaction) Subject alleged 

he thought of hie difficulties in Inxembourg asd how they were referable to thie 
aspect of hie past} denied any guilt-feelings about this employment j reactions faded 
away* probably of no significance, 

hid yon tell no the truth about your treatment in Inxemburg? lea. Subject 
related that he had been knocked around a bit) confessed to knocking around one 
rtqgwnburgian prisoner he had had during the war) denied any criminal activity. Be 
Has held responsible for the death of 11 individuals, but no proof Has apparently 
obtainable. Subject soys he was responsible to tbs extent that be bed official 
connections with the prisons Aram which these individuals "never returned", but that 
he bad no hand in or knowledge of their demise. He states he was finally given a 
"leave of absence" Aram the prison} had to sign an agreement that he would not leave 
the french Zone. He claims he told the warden where he was going (to join his wife) 
outside the French Zone, but this apparently no longer made a difference to the 
ftxx&Bdrargers. Be said he had never, to his knowledge, been Convleted of or sentenced 
for anything, but that "even judges" were being sentenced to five years, and that 
be heard la a roundabout way that he had been sentenced to five years. All he claims 
to have Is the leave of absence slip} denied escaping from the prison or obligating 
himself in anyway to do secret work for shy organisation in order to obtain bis release. 
Subject reacts blight ly and consistently to this question, denies any and all deception 
Hith regard to it, Deception, if any, would appear to be of minor importance. 

Odd you ever use the cover-name HENTSCH5L? Tea. Subject related that this was 
a false name and documentation issued to him lay his office in 1945 in a last effort to 
escape arrest and that he only used it a short time. Subject reacts slightly and 

to the question, 80 admissions) significance, if ary, appears to be minor. 



Is there a secret in your life with which you can be blackmailed successfully? 
So. HSR. 

Do ytm knowingly maintain secret connections with a British, Lu x e m bu rg, or other 
West-European IS? So, HSR. 

Do you knowingly maintain secret connections with any German or Austrian IS? 

Ho. HSR, 



Old you tell me the truth about your negotiations with GERH? Tea. Subject was 
originally asked about his negotiations with one RAHLOK, who had, allegedly, 
approached him to get into the "Amt des Verf aseungseohut se s" . He stated he had got 
the names mixed up, and that RAMLOH was just an old friend. Subject claimed he had 
meant to say GBRH when questioned on this originally. Ha stated that he had been standing 
in front of a store window in Munich when one Peter GERH, whom he knew as a former 
SS man. Sad disliked as a braggart, came up and started an ambiguous conversation from 
which the Subject gathered he vaa being offered a job with the Amt des Yerfassungsahntses, 
although, this was not specifically stated. Subject states that he let GERH see that 
he had no interest in any suoh a deal. Subject reacts slightly and consistently to 
this question. On further interrogation he said that he had been hard up to get any 
employment but had refused this offer mainly because he had heard from various official 
friends of his what types were in this Amt, well-concealed Communists, etc. Subject 
ayurred that one could not actually call these "negotiations*. Reaction subsequently 
died sway asd does not appear to be of any significance. 




, . . rtlon 

Ham you any plana to swindle (GACUS 4/t So. HSR. 

I n going to ask you a question to see law fast and dear you can think. 

This suggestion gave the Subject a considerable shock. He afterwards admitted that all 
taste of his abilities gam him a strong emotional upset. "X hem never made out well 
an anyf armal examinations.* Subject appears to ham an actual ease of "Rruefungsangst" 
(fear of examinations ) , laterally aggramted by his inability to secure satisfactory 
employment. 

4. ESTIMATED DEGREE OF ACCURACY i Results are estimated to be "fairly accurate N 
on the essential elements of the oase, 

5. ESTIMATE 07 THE SUBJECTS (This ia the Examiner's opinion as an interrogator)! 
i stable indiTidual of sound intelligence and oonsiderabl® experience j probably of a 
pretty "right-wing" persuasion politically without being on the fanatical side. 

Although Subject had clearly had a rough time, he appears to ham retained his Sense 

Of pro p ortion end Belf*Krespect and would probably work well in the type of employment 
envisioned. 
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